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Designer Bennett Leifer crafts a picd-d-ferre
on Gramercy Park that distills the best of its old-world neighborhood
PTEXT i CELIA BARBOLUR

FHOTOGRAPHY by BIORN WALLANDER
FROGINIER by BOBERT RETEINO
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by de Gowirnay, the Talirz ropis catly Boess
'E' of a Cowlan & Taut fabidc, and e
L

DPPOSITE, OLOCKWESE FROM TOM 15 15 Samy &
chi s covpmend in 2 Clamning Houss vl e
#Assad Shaham. The lorany™ ieather anmcsey o
Rpdoracion Hanban o rhs Sustom bench B s - 2
iather, Lhe shades ans of A Fartuny St —
Carpot & Moy, and ko walls are pai=ess & Epea il
Room Red. The ldichen's range is by Wolf, S s s
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EM DESIGHERS SPEAK of *bringing the outdoors in,”
rie waually refereing to bucolic thomes and countcified
ils. In cities, by conrrast, most people prefer to keep the
aors put, Bul for anapartment overlook ing Mew York City s
nercy Park, designer Bennett Leifer envisioned rooms that
Id pay hﬂm:'lg;l‘.- 1o the environment béevond the windows
:lllI:.-' the teees and 5% ¥, but also the architecture, arts, and
ire that have lent their spicit to the historic district. *We
saiming for a capsule of Gramercy Park life—refined and
ized, bot totally unpretentious,” savs Leifer.

‘the clients, it offered the peefect setting to pur dovwn roots
in the bustle of the big city. Having grown ap absoad, they
bt a place with a strong =ense of home. “They wanted it o
ipecinl buteasy,” the desdgner savs, adding than it needed to
mmdace extended family, international friends, asd bosi-
asanciates a9 gractously as it would just the teo of them.
tharend, Leifer set out to design roams at once elegant and
. “The palette is preciows bab patinaed,” he says, “None
& pold 15 brizht and shiny; it's all oxidized or oil-rubbed.”
dved silk velveds, polished stone, and antique rugs likewlse
imer softly. The silk living room curiains are 1"al'|l.-|.'l‘l:~;l
n nonchalont skouch. And ina ned to the eclecticlam of the
hborhoed's architcctural styles, Leifer included furmish-
ihat span two-and-a-half cenmiries. In the living room, for
wple, 1th-century anthques mix it up with Gustavian, mid-
scequry, amd contemporary pieces,

fer had just starced his own firm when he landed this praj-
baving previously warked in the offices of Robert AM.
1, Juan Pabda Molyneux, amnd Scott Snpder. “1 learned a
bowt different desipn sensibilities and business models®
ys ol the experience, He also sequired the confidence nec-
ry todake on a praject of this scope. “Ina 4,00 0-square-foo
tment, not everything can feel apecial, whatever your bud-
het says, *It would pet over n'|.1|.'|||:i.|.15."

tunately, the clients were Interested in acquiring pleces
d on personality a3 pnuch a3 pedigree. “For them, it's less
it price than aboail their own aesthetic and emotional

respanse,” he savs. This allowed the d{'m!._-.m:r 10 propose a
sophisticated rethinking of the high=low cthos, Above s walnat
consale in the living room, for example, hangs an unrestored
mierar, its matte geaso frame edged bnagile fillet. A neeclassical
plaster bust stands check o check with a 21st-contury reprie-
ductiom, Inthe library, custom walnw edl lwork surrounds con-
temporary leather chales.

Arestrained, neatral paletre wnites the mix while linking it to
the woorld ourside, In the living room, which everlooks park and
sky. Lei fer pelbed on earth vones and luminous blues, He worked
with dl:cp resis and browns in the library, which has views of an
odd brick mansion. The d ining room glows with light redected
off its gald-l=af wallcovering.

The verdant park offered a jumping-off point for other Aights
of fancy, Stylized nataral forms appear throughout the roams:




Im e mastar Bedraam e custam hod s denssad |n
Fritbe linens, the cominel and curlans ahe of a Roge s &
Golfgpon fabric, i Borch by Lars Bolandarn 5 ughol-
ctared In a Ruselll tabele, thie ey 1= by Stack, and the wills
arg coversd In FllSp Jeflries's Joparsss Silk, OFPOSITE,
FROM TOP: The puest-room bed, armchate, and Ben
Seleiman] rig ane from Restaeation Pardwarns: f e feck
and rightsiand arg by Chalsoa TeRtles, the bodding is =]
A Bk aned Frotbe, andd tha cumaine ane of 8 Gesepe
Semith labekc, Tha Kohler tub in the wile' s mastar Dakth has
REtings by Lefroy Brocks, and the walls and floor aie
shpashad nomarsle, For datalls, a0 Rpsoanres
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inegg-and pinecone-shaped lamps; in fiux-bamboo furniturey in
cul-cryetal sculptures; in vases the color of a late-afternoon sl.'_:,'.
Alampshade isbedecked in pheazant feathers; a Lobmeyr mirmor
iz wreathed in crystal Sowers. Fabric patterns, teo, arc inspired
by nature, from the feather motif on the living room pillows to
the peony-strewn curtaing in the EuEgt bedroom.

An avid art collector himsell, Leifer served a= an adviser to
these clienis—and here, ton, his philosophy of balanelng instinet
with imvestment prevails. "1 not aboot whar will e in the aue-
tion when you pass away,™ he says of selecting works. "Its about
liwing with thing= you love.” The walls digplay works by such
modern pninters as Ellswarth Eelly and Willem de Eooning,
along with contemporary pieces by Assaf Shaham and Simen
Johan. Several images—elephants on back-painted glass: a
watercobor cityscape—reflect the clients’ South Asian heritage.

Gramercy Fark is private, enchosed by o wrought-lron fence
o which residents of the surrounding bulldings possess the
only kevs, adding to the sense that it's a world set apare. But
no neighborhood exists in n babble, least of all in Manhattan,
where edgy energy infuses the very air. Leifer celebrates this,
tao, with clever, cutting-cdge derails, such as powder room
wallpaper laser-printed to mimic Victorian plaster moldings
and a digitally manlpulated peacock photograph that presides
aver the dining rosam.

By synthesizing such carefully curated details, Lelfer has
created an environment as stimulating as it is restorative—an
apactment whoae walls are not 50 much barriers to the world
outside as filters that welcome in the best of what it has tooffer. ®
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