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of dark and moody glamour, shot through with glints of gold
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for a couple on Mercer Island, Washington, designer Kelly Wearstler conjures an atmosphere

Laraand Jeli Sanderson did nod want oo hire a dec
rator. Yis, the 11000-square-foot house they'd r
o iI:I:.' t‘q.lu;.:..'l‘. an Mercer Island, ll'l.‘;ll-\.||1_'|!:‘|:ll| WR

in dire need of todal revamping. Bist thedr meetis

with interior designers left the couple feelin
underwhelmed. What they wanted was an artiss
S50 they turned to Kelly Wearsiler.

T the casual observer, Wearstler might apy
to inbabit the white-hot ceater of the decorar
universe—she has been hailed as the he
apparent to Hollywood's grand Begency styls
iz a virtwoso of Its glit: and glamour. In
she's a free HF‘iI It who didn't per where she is i
career by playing it safe. She is possessed of
ative confidence thar allows her to take ch
based on eyve and instinet alone. *I'm mot an i
lectual desigmer,” savs Wearstler. *I'm a very
tional designer. 1 listen to what :||:|'.'r||- Nt Eays
then [ take it to heart.®

Eleven hundred miles north of Wearstler's
Anpeles studio—and just 5 stone's throw fram ¢
nest, rainy Seattle—the Sandersons’ new al
was classic Pacific Morthwest on the optsid
rambling 1946 cottage-atvle houge elad in sp
codar siding znd clinker brick. Yer the Sanders
lomged to pass through s feont door into a dif
ent world, equal pares Parisian jewel box, schol
reircat, and natural wonder.

leff and Lara, whe married four years apo, bring
a broad diversity of interests to their oni
Princeton- and Harvard-educated Jeif arrive:
Microsoft in 1984, and stayed for 17 vears: he lefe s
become a middlbe-school math teacher for sever
yoars. A collector of music manuscripts, he oft
plave plano in his downtime, Lara, a profession:
trained dancer whogrew up among artises, shifse
carcers b0 politics. Two summers ago, the coup
srarted a venture-capital fund, Sanderson Ven
tures, aimed at supporting small local business
that will contribute to thelr communmities.

The Sandersons' house Is a manifestation of th
combined passions—with an art-filled zalon
miasic rodvm lined with pages seribbled by the like
of Beethoven and BMahler, and a warm, sprawlin
kitchen. The master bath {2 clad in onyx fantastic
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stone, which Jeff calls “the most astoniching cre
ation of nature you could imagine. [t makes

clear that there are fc

VY
larger than oneself giv
b~ The one room that Labo

have been dreamed inea exis-

i, the

mall upstairs

droom. Wears esigned fite massive pariners
spiral stairease. =1

stalrease yot 50 much love

degk and the brass-raile
va Wearsther, »
worked first with ametalworker and then with =t

T in i

Bear witness ro the wark ar

who collzborared an it from the artists

painted the wallpapers tnthe granemaso

rsin the entr y hall. 5

it, that spiris
thre
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Ume person whose gassson is evident an over ¥ iumm
13 Wearstler, "Kelly has infinite creativioe” savs
Lara, wha describes the entry hall as “the Kelly spe-
clal” “That’s where she was in her power alley,
dai 1] whnt she does best™ As ke-d abowit the Arse imi=
pression it makes oo visitors, Jeffreplles, “Shazam.”

Elsewhere, Lara’s earthicr sensibility plays off
Wearstler's exuberance. A guest bed room is done
in a neviral paletee, for example, bat a giant pattern
of concentrle rings is splashed across the walls and
ceiling, inspired, says the designer, by the cross
section of tree trunks. The dining room, too, repre-
senis a unigue alchemy between client and decora-

tor. “I'd aever done a purple dining reom.” sayvs
Wirarsiler, who created the paletteat Lara's [CQueat,
and found the pair of Venctian-glass chandeliers
through a dealer in New York, =1 love to be chal-
lenged by my clients,” she adds. *There are a million
combinations that get you to the perfect design so
lution, [e's that exploration tHats so nice.”

Far the Sandersons, the sense of discovery didn
stop once the howuse was complete, “feff and 1 walk
arpund and say, I can't believe it's 20 beantiful ™
says Lara."When something is well designed, there's
harmony Im t, but also something that throws vou
off=kilter. [t stimubates your intellect” m
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