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turned my
375-square-foot
studio into a
Parisian flat

athy Lerebours can pecite
the precise imemtory of her Hell's Kitchen
ppartment, a sontinental fantasinin mimia-
Euere i few blocks off Times Squane, “Cemsed
oak doors, Prench, late-cighteenth century”
she begins. “American mirroe, 19508, with an
ebonitzed and grlded wood frame, flanked by
nineteenth-century gilded sconces.” This is
partly profesgonal habit (Lercbours owns
an antigues shop on East 60th Street), buat
it also cinumstantial: She has lived here for

1k

twenty yenrs, nore than enouph Bme to
meTnoriee every ane of it 375 squane foct,

When Lerebours signed the lease in
19464, the apartment had linoleum floors
and Formiea cabinets, and she had two
roatmneabes who slept on g fuoton, *T spent
iy voung ndulthood here” she save, And
she: grew up here, too, taking over the
space on her own in 2000, around the
time that she became an antiques dealer.
Dwer the next decade; the apartment
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developed slongside her carcer, slovwdy fill-
ing up with castawsys from her sone, -
ies from fréquent European trips, and
cusiom flourisles,
Reminabors of thoss travels acrass the At-
Lantic can be found st every turm. T am a
complete and absobute Furophibe” sl sd-
mits) In o striped guand tent at Diottning-
holin Pabace, Svasdei’s Versallles, she found
the motil for her blue-and -white bathrsoin.
The eolor theme recurs in a elean-lined,
mid-century French davbed, which Lere-
bxtiars b uphaletered with grosgrain band- e SUTI
ing, and in the chockerbaard floor that she . o
painted herself, A ffties e pobm tree from the prosgrain.
Franee adds to the crisp Mediterrancan  tlmmed covarer
soend, Trips to Paris, the Turkish ity Eple- SRRty

Tt doecar
[wahich Bands tar
= micie Pab e
wanific-in choat)
bn fnawt with
PTG R SV
e aparce Teel

TS BER,

stk ] Viervicn-are commsmossted in Tere- “ini:u:-."lf::
bouirs’s ovvn pheotogmhs, wlich are unfiss- isom, it the
iy framned for a cxsual fiel, u,"""""‘““"ll:
But not too casual, Bven if you squint trusted
past the Maizon Jansen armchaies, it's dif- seamiteaL,
ficult o peelure the futon and milk-crte
slwlves of & young womans emmped first
apartment. “In retrospecky” Lerebours says,

"o in1 thae Tk dich v all Fve hepe?™
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